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The Association of Municipal Vets has wamed about the "absurd" numbers of animals — some 50,000 per year, that are collected from the streets in
Portugal (Photo: EPA/Yuri Kochetkov). Full story, see page 2.
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abandoned animals in Portugal

A lack of resources, overcrowding in kennels and no support for poorer
families have all contributed to the “absurd” number of abandoned

animals in Portugal

he Association of
Municipal Vets has
warned about the
“absurd” numbers of
animals - some 50,000 per year,
that are collected from the
streets.
According to Ricardo Lobo, one
of the directors of the Association
of Municipal Vets, in 2017 and
2018 the number of animals
collected by official collection
centres (CRO) was around
41,000 and 36,000, respectively,
while the number of adoptions is
17 thousand animals annually.
“The number of abandoned
animals, which we are asked to
collect, is still at a perfectly
absurd level, which is why
kennels can’t collect them,” Lobo
told Lusa.
“Besides carrying a cost that the
country is not prepared to bear, it
doesn’t make any sense to build
more kennels - each
municipality would have to build
“two or three kennels every year,”
to house all its abandoned
animals.
As well as sterilisation policies,
Ricardo Lobo considered that
the fight against the increase of
stray animals is to educate
people, which will take a long
time to happen.
“We have a lack of general
education about what it is to own
pets,” said Ricardo Lobo,
reiterating the need to create
laws of supervision, punishment
and awareness.
According to the vet, itis possible
to “change mentalities” through

awareness campaigns in
schools.

“We can change mentalities. We
can change perceptions of what it
is like to have a pet, so that
children don’t have to pressure
their parents to acquire a pet
without them having the proper
conditions”, he said.

Ricardo Lobo sees the future with
some “apprehension”, because
of the accumulation of dogs on
the streets, which can transmit
diseases and attack people.
Animals on the streets are prone
to transmit diseases, he recalled,
warning of the vaccination of all
animals, in order to stagnate the
propensity of diseases such as
rabies, which exists in “North
Africa and the Maghreb”.

The president of the Order of
Veterinary Doctors, Jorge Cid,
has accused the authorities of
failing to comply with the law that
requires the collection of
abandoned animals, because of
overcrowding in the official
collection centres.

“The law is not being carried out,”
he said, “the law requires stray
animals to be collected by the
competent authorities -
Municipalities, PSP and GNR”,
adding that this is not happening
because they “have no place to
put them”.

In September last year, the law
prohibiting the killing of animals
in kennels began to be applied in
Portugal, a 2016 law that also
provides for the creation of a
network of official animal
collection centres.

According to the president,
during the transitional period of
two years, between 2016 and
2018, there was no concern of
the entities in controlling the
abandonment of animals.

“For two years little has been
done. When the measure came
into force the kennels were
already overcrowded and,
therefore, it was already known
that this problem would not be
resolved ”, said the president,
who still considered the law
beneficial.

Jorge Cid also acknowledged
the need to create a working
group capable of controlling the
situation and building more
collection centres.

“We have to set up a working
group with a number of
stakeholders who are
knowledgeable about drastically
reducing the number of
abandoned animals,” he said. “It
is not acceptable in a developed
European country to have
abandoned animals”.

The president has ensured that
stray animals pose a danger to
the population, as well as to
other animals, particularly those
of livestock origin and went so far
as to advise people to avoid
outlying areas of cities and rural
areas, where packs of dogs can
be found, so as not to risk being
attacked.

“There are many kinds of stray
animals. There are those who
are inside cities and towns, who
are protected by the people of the
neighbourhood, who have food
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"We have a lack of general education abc

awareness. (Photo: Lusa/Paulo Cunha)

and are generally tame animals,
and then there are the animals
from the peripheries, which
gather in packs and pose a
threat,” he said.

In January this year, the National
Association of Municipal
Veterinary Physicians
highlighted the existence of
“waiting lists” in the municipal
kennels, making it impossible to
collect abandoned animals.
Meanwhile, Animalife, a
voluntary organisation working
with abandoned pets, has
defended the need to offer
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support for poorer families with
dependent animals and animal
adoption as means to combat
animal abandonment.

In a statement, the association,
created in 2011, considers that
the measures provided by the
current legislation “are not the
most appropriate to put an end to
the problem of abandonment of
pets.

“The solution to abandonment
should include measures such
as supporting families in
situations of extreme economic
need with dependent animals

and promoting awareness
campaigns calling for adoption
instead of purchase,” argues the
association.

President of Animalife, Rodrigo
Livreiro, stresses that to prevent
abandonment, action should be
taken. Support for needy families
is the first preventive measure.
“We know that many of the
animals that are delivered to the
CRO are because of lack of
financial resources”.

Regarding sterilisation, the
president of Animalife advocates
that it be extended to animals

ut what it is to own pets,” said Ricardo Lobo, reiterating the need to create laws of supervision, punishment and

with owners, “to avoid unwanted
litters, especially of animals from
people with few financial
resources”.
In this regard, Rodrigo Livreiro
regretted the reduced investment
in campaigns to support the
sterilisation of dogs and cats.
“In April last year, the government
approved a campaign to support
the sterilisation of companion
dogs and cats, for a total value of
€500,000. By the end of the year,
just over half of the available
funds had been used,” he said.
TPN/Lusa

&) News in Brief

Algarve teen dies in skydiving accident

A 19-year-old Algarvian man died on 24 August at 10.15 am at the
Portimao Municipal Aerodrome in Alvor following a “possible
technical equipment failure” during a parachute jump, revealed the
District Relief Operations Command (CDOS) of Faro. Richard
Marques, commander of the Portimao Fire Department, told the Sul
Informacao newspaper, that the young man, a resident of Portimao,
“hit the ground very violently” and suffered fatal injuries. “We have a
year-round detachment at the Aerodrome, but there was nothing we
could do. A doctor, who arrived ten minutes later, declared the death

on the spot,” he added.

Five F-16 fighter jets to be sold to Romania

The Council of Ministers has adopted a resolution authorising the
Portuguese Air Force (FAP) to use €130 million to prepare five F-16
fighters to be sold to Romania. In order not to affect operational
capacity of FAP, the pre-sale expenses will be fully supported by the
revenue resulting from the sale to Romania. The “estimated €130
million” will be allocated to “expenses inherent in the completion of
the sale, namely the preparation of the aircraft configuration,
general overhaul of engines, training, logistical support and a
technical support team staying in Romania until 2023, as well as the
modernisation of three F-16 aircraft obtained in the USA, the supply
of parts and maintenance of the F-16MLU weapons system”,
explained the Government. The total purchase price to be paid by

Romania is not yet public.

WEATHER

Temperatures on the up in the
north, down in the south

Average temperatures in Portugal will see thermometers
rising in the centre and north, while falling in the south as

cloud cover increases.

Lisbon: The best of the
weather in the capital is
predicted for Sunday when there
is to be clear skies and highs of
29 degrees. For the remainder of
the week intermittent cloud is
expected, however temperatures
are to increase to highs of 32 and
lows of 17.

The South: The weekend is
set to see average highs of 30
degrees with clear skies,
however this is to change from

Monday as cloud cover
increases and temperatures fall
to average highs of 28 degrees
and lows of 20 degrees for the
remainder of the week.

The North: There will be a
chance of rain over the weekend
in the north while temperatures
will average highs of 23 and lows
of 15 degrees. Temperatures
are to rise as the week
progresses to highs of 26 and
lows of 16.
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“Room for improvement” at Lisbon airport

Portugal’s airport authority ANA, has stated that there is ‘great room for improvement’ in border control at Lisbon airport,
following reports in July there were three days with maximum waiting times during peak periods of over an hour.

ANA points out that “the improvements observed result from the strengthening of SEF
teams” (Photo: Lusa)

he progress made
in reducing
waiting times is
important for
ANA'’s objective of, together
with SEF [the Foreigners
and Borders Service],
establishing service levels
in line with international
best practice, where
average waiting times are
not measured (which
include off-peak times
with a small number of
non-Schengen
passengers), but rather
peak times in peak
periods, where there is still
a large margin for
improvement at Lisbon
airport today.
In July, there were three
days with maximum
waiting times of more than
one hour and 10 days with
maximum waiting times of
more than 45 minutes.
ANA points out that ‘the
improvements observed
result from the
strengthening of SEF
teams [...] and reiterates
the fact that previous

service levels are due to
staffing numbers’.

On Tuesday, the Assistant
Secretary of State and
Home Affairs, Isabel
Oneto, told Lusa that the
average waiting time for
passengers at Humberto
Delegate Airport border
control was less than 10
minutes in July, with a new
arrivals area with more
SEF posts planned for
October.

Three more e-gates
(electronic gates for
reading biometric
passport data) are
planned along with two
more manual gates in the
new arrivals area by the
end of September,
beginning of October”.

At the beginning of the
month ANA, Portugal’s
Airports Authority
explained that a “specific
area was planned for the
arrival of flights from safe
origins, whose controls
are faster.

In total, the Foreigners and
Borders Service (SEF) will

acquire 49 new generation
e-gates “with a faster and
more functional operating
system able to process
passports with biometric
data more quickly”, added
the secretary of state.
16 more gates are planned
at Faro airport, 10in
Funchal, and one in Porto.
Isabel Oneto welcomed the
reduction in waiting times
for passengers to pass
through airport passport
controls, saying that this
was due to an increase in
SEF staffing levels.
“These are the best
waiting times since
records began. In July the
average waiting time for
passengers was less than
10 minutes both at the
entrances and exits,” she
stressed.
In the first six months of the
year, SEF has already
controlled more than eight
million passengers, which
represents an increase of
10.9% over the same
period of 2018.

TPN/Lusa

Lisbon drivers warned about scam

Police have alerted drivers in Lisbon to a scam involving fake damage
caused to vehicles.

In a statement, the police explained
that suspects select the victims in car
parks and the follow them as they begin
to drive away.

“After a few moments of following
behind the victims, they honk insistently
and try to stop drivers to then starta
dialogue”, the police said.

The suspects then accuse the victims of
causing damage to their vehicles (by
distraction or during manoeuvres), and
then pressure the drivers and try to
intimidate them in order to get money to
repair the damage, supposedly caused by
the victim.

The police said that suspects “claim to
be in a hurry and cannot wait for the police
or complete an insurance form”.

According to the police, “the suspects’
vehicles are actually damaged and
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sometimes, to give credibility to their story,
they cause some damage to the victims’
vehicles”.

The objective is to try to obtain money for
the supposed repair of the vehicles.

The police added that since the
beginning of the year, 30 frauds of this kind
have been recorded, two suspects have
been arrested and nine others identified.

For this reason, the PSP advises the
citizens of Lisbon to call the authorities to the
scene whenever they are involved in a road
accident that they have not noticed and to
never agree if they are asked for money.

“Always take note of the vehicle
(registration number, make, model and
colour) in which the suspect(s) is (are) and
if itis a case of fraud, the suspects will
leave when they are told that the police will
be called”, they added.

“+ Fantasticosde dia

Suspects accuse victims of damaging their vehicles and demand money for repairs in the
scam. (Photo: Lusa)
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