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Protests continue in the UK regarding the upcoming Brexit process, while Portuguese citizens are advised tb keep “calm” as the Bréxit deadline draws Rents on the rise.
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Portugal “welcomes” EU
enlargement as Brexit looms

As political turmoil in the United Kingdom continues to lead towards the
leaving of the country from the European Union, Portugal has spoken
positively of plans to enlarge the union.
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he Portuguese
government said that it
“‘welcomes” the
enlargement of the
European Union (EU) to include
Northern Macedonia and Albania
in the Western Balkans, but noted
that there is still “homework” to be
done on both sides.
“We are talking about the
beginning of the process, we
cannot demand everything at the
outset. That's what the accession
process is all about, building
institutions and preparing for
entry, but there’s homework to be
done,” Ana Paula Zacarias, the
secretary of state for European
affairs, told Lusa.
She added that Portugal sees this
enlargement of the Union as “a
good thing”.
“We are pleased with this, we
have always been in favour, but
the rules must be complied with
and the reforms must be carried
out”, she insisted.
Itis essential that [these countries]
meet the criteria and do not have
cross-border disputes with their
neighbours, so as not to bring
these conflicts into the EU.
“The more reforms that need to be
made - whether economic or
political - the more democratic
they are, the better the countries’
preparation for regional
cooperation”, she said.
At the informal meeting of EU
heads of diplomacy, the issue of
the Western Balkans was on the
table, with those responsible for
overseeing countries such as
Northern Macedonia, Albania,

Serbia and Kosovo joining the
occasion.

The EU’s request for these
countries to make various
changes in order to be able to join
was well supported, particularly in

diplomatic terms, as, for example,

dialogue is “frozen” between
Serbia and Kosovo.

“The EU’s role as a mediator and
aggregator is very important,” she
told Lusa.

Meanwhile, as politics in the UK
becomes increasingly confused,
the Secretary of State for
Portuguese Communities has
assured that Portuguese
residents of the United Kingdom
“can be at ease”, pointing out that
he understands “the anxiety of the
citizens” regarding ‘Brexit’, but
“the Portuguese state is
prepared”.

“The important message we want
to convey is that people must
remain calm. This is because the
Portuguese State has prepared to
deal with the contingency
resulting from the decision of the
British authorities and people.
“Only some days ago it was the
British Prime Minister himself
who contacted the Portuguese
Prime Minister to give him a
message of reassurance about
the future of the Portuguese in the
country,” said José Luis Carneiro.
In the case of unscheduled
withdrawal of the United
Kingdom from the European
Union, applications for the
Settlement Scheme
forPortuguese citizens in the UK
may be submitted until 31

December 2020, while in the
case of withdrawal by agreement
the application may be made until
30 June 2021.

José Luis Carneiro also stressed
that the consulates of London and
Manchester has seen human
resources strengthened and
opening hours extended.

He said that the Brexit line, which
started operating on April 1,
supported more than 30,000
Portuguese citizens in the United
Kingdom who asked for
clarification.

“We have indicators that show
that we can be calm. Of the
approximately 300,000
Portuguese residing in the United
Kingdom, over 92,000 have
already applied for UK resident
status, the overwhelming majority
have been granted permission.
As for the minority, they have been
notified to submit documents in
question,” he said.

One of those within this minority
is Ana Rocha, a resident of the
United Kingdom, who took part
in a Westminster rally against
the five-week suspension of
parliament announced by the
Boris Johnson government, and
interrupted a live report by Sky
News to explain that she is
“worried” about her future in a
country she said “she gave her
youth” to

The health technician, who
specialises in caring for people
with disabilities and has been
living in the UK for 20 years, told
Lusa that she had been
experiencing difficulties in

Ana Paula Zacarias, the secretary of stat
and their French counterpart Amélie de |
(Photo: Lusa/Miguel A. Lopes)

obtaining resident status through
a system of migratory
regularisation opened by the
British Home Office.

She told Lusa that she will have
to restart the process started
through the company she works
for because of a mistake with a
social security number, but
resents the distrust with which
she was treated.

“They told me they weren’t
finding me in the system, like I'm
lying,” she said.

Regarding the media exposure
she has had, she does not regret
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using it to denounce abuses and
injustices related to Brexit,
namely felt by the Portuguese.
“Now | feel like talking. I'm sick of
being quiet, going to work and
being quiet, hearing insults on
the bus and the underground,
and everybody having these
completely dysfunctional
opinions about what immigrants
do in this country”

The UK have also launched a
new campaign to help British
people understand what they
need to do regarding the Brexit
process.
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The “Get Ready for Brexit”
campaign has been launched in
the UK with people being
encouraged to visit www.gov.uk/
brexit to take a short
questionnaire to find out what
documentation may be needed
once Brexit comes in to place.
There is an option on the site
which refers to British citizens
living and working in the EU,
although the British government
continues to be criticised for a
lack of information for British
nationals already residing in
the EU.
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Montchalin. Zacarias said that Portugal sees the enlargement of the European Union as “a good thing”.
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&) News in Brief

Smokers could be fined up to €250

A law that approves measures for the collection and treatment of
tobacco waste and introduces fines of between €25 and €250 to
those who throw cigarette ends onto the ground has been published
in Portugal. The law approves measures for the proper disposal,
collection and treatment of tobacco product waste and measures to
raise awareness and inform the population to help reduce the
impact of this waste on the environment. The new law came into
force on 4 September, but provides for a “transitional period of one
year from the date of entry into force” to adapt to the law.

Tax inspectors targeting new businesses

The Revenue and Customs Authority (AT), have warned that it will step
up monitoring operations to ensure voluntary compliance in reporting
and tax payment obligations, especially directed towards newly opened
businesses, retail trade and provision of services to end consumers.
Monitoring will be stepped up in the coming months and “will contribute
to identifying economic operators that justify closer inspection”. The
screening of companies for this closer and preventive monitoring by the
AT will be based on“signs of lack of real economic activity”, “the need for
support in meeting invoicing obligations,” or “the identification of other
risk indicators”.

Lorry drivers’ union to go ahead with strike

The president of the National Union of Dangerous Goods Drivers
(SNMMP), Francisco Sao Bento, said that the strike it has called for
in September is to go ahead and that there are no legal grounds to
wind up the union. “The strike has been announced, so far there has
been nothing that could lead to any appeasement that could prompt
the cancellation of this strike, so if nothing changes between now
and the 7th [of September], the strike will go ahead and run until the
22nd,” Sdo Bento told public television broadcaster RTP. The office
of public prosecutions is pressing for the dissolution of the SNMMP,
in a legal action lodged with a Lisbon Employment Tribunal earlier
this month.

Summer continues

September has begun with high temperatures and clear skies across Portugal

Lisbon: Temperatures will
remain steady in the capital with
average highs of 33 degrees
throughout the weekend and for
the rest of the week. There will be
no chance of rain and skies will
be clear with northerly winds
helping it to feel slightly cooler.

The North: The summer
weather continues in the north
with clear skies and sunshine all
weekend and for the next week.
Temperatures are to average
highs of 27 degrees and lows of
16, while winds are to be from the
east.

The South: Slight cloud cover
predicted for Sunday is set to
clear by the start of the week with
temperatures in the south
averaging 30 degrees for the
remainder of the week. Winds
are set to be from the south and
west and nightly lows are to
average 19 degrees.
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More investment in innovation, skills and

The European Commission insists that Portugal should
invest more in innovation, skills and infrastructure to
strengthen its economic growth potential and reduce its

infras

Poland.

Brussels forecasts that growth in Portugal will lag behind countries such as Greece,
Spain, Ireland, Cyprus, Luxembourg, Croatia,

ucture needed

il

Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Malta and

European warrant extended for

Football Leaks hac

Hungary has accepted a request from
Portugal’s office of public prosecutions to
extend the European Arrest Warrant for
Rui Pinto, the Portuguese computer
hacker who is a major contributor to the
‘Football Leaks’ revelations.

The information is contained in a note
published on the website of the office’s
Central Department of Criminal
Investigation and Action (DCIAP), after
prosecutors had in July requested the
extension of the existing European Arrest
Warrant, citing their investigation of
alleged illegal activities by Pinto in
addition to the alleged hacking of Malta-
based investment company Doyen Sports
and Lisbon football club Sporting that saw
him extradited.

“This request [by prosecutors] received a
positive response from the Hungarian
authorities, who on 13 August 2019 gave
consent to the extension of the EAW,”
notes the DCIAP, adding that the
investigation, directed by the MP of the
DCIAP with the assistance of the Judicial
Police, is under investigation and is in a
process of justice.

Ker

Football Leaks, the largest ever
unsanctioned release of information in the
history of sports, in 2015 revealed financial
transactions in European professional
football.

Pinto, 30, was detained in Hungary in
January, at the request of the Portuguese
authorities, and extradited to Portugal in
March. A court ordered him to be held in
prison on remand, where he has been
since then.

macroeconomic imbalances.

he EU executive’s comments
come in response to a question
from José Manuel Fernandes,
who asked the Commission what
recommendations it could give to Portugal
to improve the rate of economic growth,
given that Brussels forecasts that growth
will lag behind countries such as Greece,
Spain, Ireland, Cyprus, Luxembourg,
Croatia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria,
Malta and Poland.
In the reply, which Lusa had access to, the
European Commissioner for Economic
and Financial Affairs, Pierre Moscovici,
essentially ‘repeats’ the recommendations
released by Brussels last June.
Moscovici starts by stressing that, in terms
of innovation, “the low level of spending on
research and development hampers
structural change and participation in
knowledge-intensive industries”.
“Policies to address these problems
include improving the working conditions
of science professionals and promoting
investment in intangible assets”.
With regard to skills problems, Moscovici
points out that the main measures
recommended by the EU executive
include “increasing the number of science

and information technology graduates
and improving adult education
programmes”.

Brussels also encourages further
investment in transport infrastructure,
arguing that ‘investments in seaports,
especially related to cargo-handling
capacity, and rail links with Spain, would
contribute to increasing the
competitiveness of exporting companies’.
In order to stimulate competition and the
development of renewable energy, the
European Commission recommends
greater resource efficiency, including
‘investments to improve resource
efficiency and energy connectivity in the
Iberian Peninsula’.

Finally, Moscovici recalls, “the
implementation of improvements in
various aspects of the business
environment would also be decisive for
increasing productivity and growth
potential” and “the 2019
recommendations addressed to Portugal
stress the need to take measures to
reduce bureaucracy, increase the
efficiency of the judicial system and
reduce regulatory constraints in the area
of professional services”. TPN/Lusa

Pardal Henriques only running "because of the PM"

Pardal Henriques, the former spokesman for the National Union of
Dangerous Goods Drivers and the current head of the PDR party's list for
Lisbon in the 6 October legislative elections, has told Lusa that he only

ran "because of the Prime Minister”.

“Until the 18" [August,
the day the drivers’ strike
was called off], my
decision was not to be a
candidate, for the
Republican Democratic
Party (PDR) or the other
parties that invited me
[...]. And what made me
make this decision to be
a candidate was the
Prime Minister and
attitudes that the
Government took against
the drivers and against
the rights of workers in
general,” Pedro Pardal
Henriques said in a

statement to Lusa by
telephone, after a
campaign action.

The lawyer also added:
“The absurdity that
happened in this strike, of
putting the state machine
and the various entities,
which should be serving
the Portuguese, but were
simply serving the
interests of the prime
minister and the
government, were the ones
that led me to take the
decision to accept being a
candidate for the RDP”.

Following Sunday’s

campaign action in
Corroios, the PDR
candidate said that he felt
“the people [were] very
angry at the government’s
attitude towards the
workers”, thus giving
“support” to his party.

Antonio Costa also said
in an interview with Lusa
that the strike of the
dangerous goods drivers
revealed an
“instrumentalisation” of
workers in favour of a
candidate and,
simultaneously, a “naivety”
by the media.
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Don’t miss your chance to purchase a great choice of wines
at discounted prices, handpicked from the incredible selection
at Apoldnia, one of Portugal’s largest wine stockists.

Visit us in store, where we'll introduce you to more than 1500 national
and international wines, for two special weeks of tastings, exciting
flavours and, of course, irresistible discounts.
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