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Climate change concerns

More than half say crisis is not over
More than half of Portuguese

citizens said that the crisis has
not passed with one of the
biggest concerns being
unemployment, even after levels
have fallen to half the levels of
four years ago.

According to the II Great
Sustainability Survey in Portugal,
developed by researchers from
the Institute of Social Sciences
(ICS) of the University of Lisbon
(UL), 53.5 percent of the people

surveyed said that the crisis has
not passed and only less than a
third (29.8 percent) say that the
crisis is over.

“People feel that the crisis is not
over yet and this has left them
suspicious and with a feeling of
insecurity that remains active and
is decisive for many behaviours”,
said ICS researcher Luísa
Schmidt, one of the coordinators
of the study.

She pointed out that families

using free public spaces such as
parks and gardens rather than
visiting shopping centres is an
example of changed behaviour
which first began during the crisis
and has not altered.

As for the impact of the
economic crisis on consumer
habits, in general, it changed
habits for the overwhelming
majority of the population, but it
was those most vulnerable to the
effects of the crisis that changed

the most.
As proof of the feeling of distrust

towards the crisis, unemployment
appears to be the main concern of
the Portuguese national, even
though levels have fallen in the
last four years from 14.3 percent
to 7.4 percent.

The second major set of
concerns was called “a shake-up
of confidence in the state” by the
researchers. In this group, the
respondents pointed out most
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Climate change is considered to be a “very serious problem”
by nine out of 10 Portuguese nationals, higher than the
European average.

The Eurobarometer
survey, published in
Brussels following
1,012 face-to-face

interviews in Portugal
between 9 and 22 April,
showed that 87 percent of
Portuguese respondents rate
the changes as “a very
serious problem”, compared
to 11 percent who consider it
a “relatively serious” issue
and only 1 percent who
dismiss it.
The concerns expressed by
the Portuguese were higher
than the EU average (a total
of 27,655 citizens from the 28
member states interviewed
in this Eurobarometer), as
fewer European respondents
(79 percent) spoke of a “very
serious problem”, while 14
percent said it was a
“relatively serious” issue and
6 percent disregarded it.
Even so, 23 percent of
European respondents talk
about climate change as the

most serious problem facing
the world, a percentage that
falls to 19 percent of
Portuguese respondents.
Asked what they are doing
personally to combat this
phenomenon, 74 percent of
those interviewed in Portugal
said they were taking action,
more than the average for the
whole EU, which was around
60 percent.
As an example of the
measures adopted in the last
six months, the Portuguese
respondents talked about the
reduction of waste and an
increase in recycling (76
percent) and also about
reducing energy
consumption through the use
of more efficient appliances
(42 percent).
In addition, almost all
Portuguese respondents
said that the Government
should set targets to increase
the use of renewable energy
by 2030 and support the

improvement of energy
efficiency (96 percent and 95
percent, respectively).
Almost all domestic
respondents (97 percent)
also said they support the
goal of the EU becoming
carbon neutral by 2050.
The European Commission
has also adopted a
communication reaffirming
the Union’s involvement with
environmental commitments,
which will be presented at
the Climate Action Summit
held by the United Nations
(UN) at the end of the month
in New York.
At a press conference held in
Brussels after the release of
this communiqué, the vice-
president of the EU executive
and Commissioner for the
Energy Union, Maroš
Šefèoviè, stressed that “the
fact that July [this year] was
the warmest month ever
recorded makes it clear that
action is needed”.
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Warm in the south and wet in the north

Man found dead at doughnut factory
A man was found dead at a bolas de berlim (doughnut) factory in

Albufeira on 10 September.  According to Correio da Manha, the victim
was a 59 year old Brazilian man who had been found tied up in the
factory and had suffered injuries.  The paper added that the victim had a
heart attack and that emergency services attempted to resuscitate him
without success at the scene.  Lusa news agency reported that the
police were called to the scene at 2.10am by staff from the factory in
Patã de Baixo in Albufeira, who believed there had been a break in. 

Portuguese-German athlete dies spear fishing
Portuguese-German athlete Matthias Sandeck died on 8

September while participating in the XXXII Euro-African Underwater
Fishing Championship in Denmark, the Portuguese Federation of
Underwater Activities (FPAS) source told Lusa.  According to the
Federation, the cause of the accident “has yet to be ascertained”, but
the organisation of the championship in conjunction with the FPAS
“are already working to know the circumstances that led to the death
of the Portuguese athlete”, who lived in the Algarve.

13 year olds suspected of setting fires in Sintra
Three 13-year-olds have been identified on suspicion of two forest

fires in the town of Nafarros in the municipality of Sintra  In a statement,
the GNR said that, “following due diligence” by the authorities, “it was
found that the young people are suspected of being in the immediate
vicinity of the ignition of the fire, moments before it started amd allegedly
provoked the fires”.  The fires resulted in a total burned area of about 1.5
hectares, belonging to the Sintra-Cascais Natural Park, in the district of
Lisbon.

€54M for new organic blueberry production plant
An old rice mill located in Alcácer do Sal (Setúbal) will be

redeveloped to house a new unit for the organic production of
blueberries, in an investment of €54 million.  “This is the largest
investment in blueberries that this country will have,” said the mayor of
Alcácer do Sal, Vítor Proença, to the Lusa agency.

Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: There will be a chance
of rain on Saturday in the capital
however the clouds are to clear on
Sunday and temperatures are to
reach average highs of 28
degrees.  As the week
progresses, intermittent cloud
cover is expected with a chance of
rain returning from Wednesday.

The SouthThe SouthThe SouthThe SouthThe South: High
temperatures are to continue in
the south of Portugal with average
highs for the week reaching 28
degrees and lows of 19.  There is
a chance of rain on Saturday,
however the rest of the week is to
remain dry until Thursday when
the clouds will roll in.

The NorthThe NorthThe NorthThe NorthThe North: It looks like being
a wet weekend in the north with
rain predicted on Saturday and
Sunday and a slight chance of
rain for the remainder of the
week.  Temperatures are to
remain steady with average
highs of 25 degrees and lows of
16.

High temperatures are to continue in the south of Portugal while rain is predicted for theHigh temperatures are to continue in the south of Portugal while rain is predicted for theHigh temperatures are to continue in the south of Portugal while rain is predicted for theHigh temperatures are to continue in the south of Portugal while rain is predicted for theHigh temperatures are to continue in the south of Portugal while rain is predicted for the
north over the weekendnorth over the weekendnorth over the weekendnorth over the weekendnorth over the weekend

often “corruption” (26 percent),
but the functional failure of the
state that most worries them is the
“health system” (24.5 percent), its
functioning and access. Next, the
respondents pointed out the drop
in “credibility of the political class”
(16.1 percent).

The third major set of concerns
revolves around various
manifestations of “disharmony
and social discord” (35.4
percent), including poverty/
exclusion (16.8 percent), the
fragility of the country’s economy
(12.8 percent) and social

inequalities (9.9 percent).
When it comes to disposable

income health care rose to first
place (50.5 percent), especially
for those over 64 years old and
with less education and income,
while savings (47.8 percent)
moved to second place in
investment priorities, “which
indicates that, for the Portuguese
citizens, the experience of the
economic crisis is still very
present and, above all, had
structural impacts regarding the
need for fundamental economic
security,” the study showed.
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Minister praises PSP for Portuguese security

Rural state properties for tourism
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The minister of internal affairs has highlighted the work of the PSP police in Portugal in helping to make the country “one of
the safest and most peaceful countries in the world.”

Properties owned by the Portuguese state that have been left vacant in ruralProperties owned by the Portuguese state that have been left vacant in ruralProperties owned by the Portuguese state that have been left vacant in ruralProperties owned by the Portuguese state that have been left vacant in ruralProperties owned by the Portuguese state that have been left vacant in rural
areas will now be available for tourism projects.areas will now be available for tourism projects.areas will now be available for tourism projects.areas will now be available for tourism projects.areas will now be available for tourism projects.

Portugal’s government has approved
“Revive Nature”, a programme for
promoting the recuperation of vacant state
properties in the countryside.

There were 96 properties identified to
be integrated into a special real estate
fund, whose objective is rehabilitation and
subsequent organisation for tourism.

Deputy economy minister, Pedro Siza,
said that the initial list of properties is
mostly composed of former houses of
forest guards and former tax posts that
are scattered throughout the country but
in remarkable rural locations.

“These properties will be allocated to a
fund of a public management company

and will subsequently be made available
by tender to those wishing to use them for
tourism. It is expected that the fund will
support the financing of the recuperation
that will be carried out by those wanting to
use these properties”.

According to the government, nature
tourism is one of the segments with the

highest growth in international demand
and is part of the reason for promoting
sustainable tourism that takes
advantage of ecological, geological
and cultural characteristics of each
natural area.

Launch of the first tenders is expected to
take place next year.

Eduardo Cabrita was
speaking at the closing
ceremony of the third
training course for PSP

chiefs, at the premises of the
Police Practice School (EPP),
in Torres Novas, Santarém
district.
The minister announced that
the fourth course for a further
200 chiefs, who in 2020 will
join the 199 who have already
graduated, are in the
candidate selection phase,
representing “the largest
reinforcement of this class
within the police ever”.
 “It is very important to invest in
physical infrastructure,
vehicles, weapons, personal
protective equipment and
technological instruments”,
which continues under the

Investment Programming Law,
but “investing in the human
factor is the essential element,”
he declared.
For the minister, the
international recognition of
Portugal as a safe country,
evident in the passage from
2014 to 2019, from 18th to 3rd
“safest country in the world”, in
the classification of the Global
Peace Index, is a reason for
“pride for the Portuguese, but it
owes much to the work of those
who serve Portugal as part of
the PSP”.
Eduardo Cabrita also stated
that, as part of the focus on
training within the PSP, 600 new
agents are being trained at EPP,
“an increase of 50 percent over
last year’s course”, in which 400
new agents were trained.
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