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Portugal the country of
choice for immigrants

recent weeks, a new more secure method of
scheduling appointments - following
complaints about appointments sold through
online classified ad sites – and a public
competition is under way to hire 116 technical
assistants, specifically for public service.
The improvements at SEF have been
created to reduce processing times.
OECD countries received about 5.3 million
new permanent migrants in 2018, a 2
percent increase on 2017, according to
preliminary data. Since 2015, European
OECD countries have collectively received
more permanent migrants than the United
States. However, the United States remains
the largest single destination country for
migrants, followed by Germany.
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Changes made to immigration laws in the country have
helped to make Portugal an attractive choice for immigrants.

The number of people choosing to
live in Portugal continues to rise,
with almost 83,000 new residence
permits issued between January

and 15 September.
The Ministry of Internal Affairs (MAI) reported
that by mid-September 82,928 new
residence permits had been issued, 23,861
of which for family reunification, in addition to
59,102 renewals of residence permits.
“These figures are much higher than those
recorded in the same period last year: 42
percent more new residence permits
(58,562 from January to September 2018),
with an increase of 36 percent in family
reunification (17,598 were granted in the
same period last year) and 8 percent more
renewals (54,530 in the same period last
year),” reads the statement.
The Organisation for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD), in its annual
report on migration, published last week and
cited in the statement, also said that
“Portugal is the second country where
immigration is fastest growing”.
According to the OECD report for 2017,
Portugal received around 40,000 new long-
term or permanent immigrants that year, 20.6
percent more than in 2016.
The report noted that Brazil, Italy and France
were the top three nationalities of newcomers
in 2017. Among the top 15 countries of origin,
Brazil registered the strongest increase (4,500)
and China the largest decrease (-200) in flows
to Portugal compared to the previous year.
In 2018, the number of first asylum applicants
increased by 22.2 percent to reach around
1,200. The majority of applicants come from
Angola (200), Ukraine (100) and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (100).
The changes made to Portuguese
immigration law in 2017 came into effect in
October 2018 and could account for the
changes in immigration levels to Portugal.
The amendments to the law transposed the

EU directives on the conditions of entry and
residence of third-country nationals for
seasonal work, intra-company transfers,
and for research, education, training,
volunteering and au pair purposes.
The OECD report also highlights another
important change to the immigration law
concerning the regularisation process for
undocumented migrants. This law sees that
migrants in employment and who had made
social security contributions for at least one
year may apply to be regularised on
humanitarian grounds even if they are
unable to show proof of legal entry into the
country, which was previously a requirement.
The implementation of these legal
amendments has led to a simplified
procedure for obtaining and renewing visas
and residence permits, especially for highly-
skilled migrants, entrepreneurs, researchers
and international students.
Other schemes such as the Nationality Law in
Portugal which has now been amended to
broaden access to citizenship for children born
in Portugal to non-Portuguese parents and to
foreigners living in Portugal and the “Golden
Visa” permit have also helped to encourage
higher levels of immigration and residency in
the country.  Meanwhile Portugal is also
working on attracting Portuguese emigrants
home with a measure allowing emigrants who
have lived abroad for at least three years and
who return to Portugal between January 2019
and December 2020 to benefit from a 50
percent income tax cut until 2023.
MAI also stated that the Foreigners and
Borders Service (SEF) has registered in recent
weeks “a significant increase in appointment
scheduling capacity, especially for the renewal
of residence permits, family reunification and
granting of residence permits” thanks to the
opening of around 11,000 additional staff
vacancies by the end of the year and more than
116,000 vacancies for the first quarter of 2020.
It also says that SEF has implemented, in
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Man dies after falling off cliff in Lagos
A man died on 30 September, after falling from a cliff about 30

metres in height on Canavial beach in the municipality of Lagos, Faro
district, a civil protection source told Lusa.  According to the Faro
District Relief Operations Command (CDOS), the causes of the fall of
the 48-year-old man of Czech nationality are unknown.  According to
the same source, the accident occurred early on Monday morning,
with the man falling from the cliff to the beach.

House sales reach 11-year high
New figures have revealed that an average of 660 properties were

sold in Portugal per day during the course of last year.  With sales
topping 240,000 in 2018, real estate transaction reached its highest
figure since the pre-crisis year of 2007.  Lisbon topped investment,
with close to 12 billion euros in sales, with the national total climbing
to beyond 26 billion euros.

No more waiting before remarriage
A new law has come into force on Tuesday 1 October that does

away with the waiting time required of divorced men and women
before they can remarry.  The new law alters the original Civil Code
established 1966 which required men to wait a period of 180 days
and women 300 days to remarry.  It repeals the different inter-nuptial
periods for men and women, and does away with the waiting period
completely.

Tender launched for Serra da Estrela tunnel
Portugal’s infrastructure manager Infraestruturas de Portugal (IP)

announced that it has launched a public tender for the structural
reinforcement work in the Serra da Estrela road tunnel, with a base
value of €400,000.  According to IP, the contract aims to “repair the
pathologies identified in the interior walls of the tunnel, in the entry
and exit areas, as well as the road surface, in order to ensure the
restoration of road traffic conditions”.  IP said in a statement sent  to
Lusa that the contract is currently being put out to tender and is in the
process of receiving proposals.

Foreign fishermen found living in warehouse
The Viana do Castelo harbour master said that Indonesian

fishermen have been living in warehouses built with community
funds on the city’s river front, intended for storing fishing gear.  In
statements to Lusa, the harbour master, Sameiro Matias, said that
the “report prepared was sent to the authorities responsible for the
matter and space.  The question involves 20 warehouses, budgeted
at €2.2 million that were inaugurated in 2016 and claimed for more
than a decade by the local fishing community.  Matias added that the
case arose from “a complaint” made on 30 September during the
night.

Summer weather continues in Portugal
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LisbonLisbonLisbonLisbonLisbon: It will be feeling a little
cooler on Saturday with highs of
23 degrees in the capital however
temperatures are on the up again
on Sunday and will continue to
rise to highs of 29 degrees by
Tuesday.  Hazy cloud is expected
throughout the weekend but is set
to clear by Monday.

The SouthThe SouthThe SouthThe SouthThe South: The warm
weather continues in the south of
Portugal with temperatures
remaining steady at highs of 29
degrees with average lows of 17.
Cloud cover over the weekend is
to clear by Tuesday and there is
no chance of rain all week.

The NorthThe NorthThe NorthThe NorthThe North: Hazy cloud over
the weekend will change to
intermittent cloud by Tuesday in
the north where average highs
for the week will remain at 23
degrees with lows of 13 degrees.
There is a slight chance of rain
on Sunday and Tuesday.
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Hurricane Lorenzo batters Azores

Renewables generate 43% of electricity in September
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Renewable sources accounted for 43 percent of the energyRenewable sources accounted for 43 percent of the energyRenewable sources accounted for 43 percent of the energyRenewable sources accounted for 43 percent of the energyRenewable sources accounted for 43 percent of the energy
consumed in Portugal in September, against 42 percent fromconsumed in Portugal in September, against 42 percent fromconsumed in Portugal in September, against 42 percent fromconsumed in Portugal in September, against 42 percent fromconsumed in Portugal in September, against 42 percent from
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According to the Redes
Energéticas Nacionais (REN),
which is charged with the overall
management of the national
electricity and gas systems, for
the first nine months of the year

as a whole, 45 percent was
generated from renewable
sources and 44 percent from
non-renewables, while 11
percent was imported.

Breaking down the renewable

share by source, wind farms
supplied 24 percent of
consumption, hydroelectric
dams 14 percent, biomass
plants 5 percent, and
photovoltaic panels 2.3 percent,
while in non-renewable natural
gas fuelled 32 percent of
consumption and coal 12
percent.

According to REN, “this year

coal production has been falling,
particularly in August, where coal
plants had the lowest use ever in
the national system.”

For the first nine months of the
year, the index of annual
hydropower production stood at
0.62 (against a historical
average of 1), a reflection of the
dry weather in the period, REN
said. Wind production was at

0.99, or “practically in line with
the average”.

For September, REN
reported a 3.1 percent
decrease in electricity
consumption on the same
month a year earlier, or a little
less than a 2.9 percent
decrease after correction of the
effects of temperature and the
number of working days.

More than 50 people were evacuated from their homes and
over 170 incidents were reported in the Azores due to
adverse weather conditions caused by hurricane Lorenzo.

The storm hit the
archipelago
during the early
hours of 2 October,

with maximum wind speeds
reaching 163km/h at
8.25am in Corvo.
“In terms of the 171
incidents, 66 were reported
in Faial, 23 in Flores, 28 in
Pico, 21 in São Jorge, eight
in Graciosa, 20 in Terceira,
two in São Miguel and
three in Corvo,” said
Teresa Machado Luciano ,
the regional secretary of
Health of the Azores, who
oversees Civil Protection.

According to the official, it
was necessary to relocate
53 people on three islands:
“four in São Jorge, 42 in
Faial and seven in Flores”.
All the people were
relocated to family homes
or solutions found by the
Regional Housing
Directorate and the
Regional Secretariat for
Social Solidarity. Among
the incidents, the most
common were “tree falls,
floods and destroyed
roads”, but it is the
damage in the Port of
Lajes das Flores, the only

commercial port on the
island, that is of the
greatest concern to the
Azorean executive.
“The most serious
occurrence, which is very
complicated, is the
question of the protective
pier in the Port of Lajes
das Flores, which was
totally destroyed,” said
Teresa Machado Luciano.
At the time of going to
press the weather warning
was down to a yellow alert
however the authorities
were remaining on “alert”
for further incidents.
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