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Communist party and the Left Bloc,
who he worked with in the previous
legislature, or to negotiate with the
environmentalist group People-
Animals-Nature (PAN) Party and
the new party Livre, to form a
government. While a coalition
option remains on the table, Costa
has not ruled out working on a
case by case situation within
government instead.
Sunday’s legislative elections saw
a positive result for female
representatives, with 14 more
women elected than in 2015,
resulting in a total of 89 female
MPs elected, 42 by the PS, 26 by

the PPD / PSD, nine by the BE, five
by the PCP-PEV, three by the CDS-
PP, three by the PAN and one for
Livre.
The entry of three new political
forces into parliament and the rise
of the PAN party also marked the
night of the legislatures. Livre,
Liberal Initiative and Chega each
got their deputy in the Chamber,
which for the first time also
welcomes a deputy connoted with
the far right, André Ventura, the
leader of this third party.
Abstention rates also reached a
new high in the legislature,
reaching 45.5 percent.

Portuguese President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa
has appointed António Costa as Prime Minister
and has asked him to form a government
following the elections on 6 October.

“Following the
parliamentary elections of
last Sunday, 6 October,
after hearing, in

constitutional terms, the parties
now represented in the new
Assembly of the Republic, and
taking into account the election
results, the President of the
Republic has nominated Dr.
António Costa, secretary General
of the PS, as Prime Minister of the
XXII Constitutional Government “,
reads a note published on the
Presidency of the Republic’s
website.
In the same note, it is stated that
“after the official final results of the
elections have been published,
the first meeting of the new
parliament and the appointment
and inauguration of the
Government will be followed, and
within ten days of the nomination,
the submission of the
Government’s programme for
consideration by the Assembly of
the Republic “.
Portugal’s Socialist Party won
Sunday’s legislative elections with
36.65 percent of the vote, giving it
106 seats in the new parliament in
an election marked by the historic
defeat of the right and the entry of
three new parties in parliament.
According to data from the General
Secretariat of the Ministry of
Internal Administration, the Social

Democratic Party came second in
terms of votes, with 27.90 percent,
giving it 77 seats.
The Left Bloc had 9.67 percent of
the votes and 19 seats, the
Communist-led CDU coalition
6.46 percent and 12 seats, the
right-wing People’s Party (CDS-
PP) 4.25 percent and five seats,
People-Animals-Nature 3.28
percent and four seats, far-right
party Chega 1.30 percent and one
seat, the Liberal Initiative 1.29
percent and one seat, and left-
green party Livre 1.09 percent and
one seat.
The election night brought a bitter
taste to the CDS, which is reduced
to five deputies in the Assembly of
the Republic. Rui Rio’s PSD also
has one of its worst results with the
Social Democrats reaching 27.9
percent of the votes and 77
deputies.
The Socialist Party thus won with
20 more than in the previous
election four years ago, but 10
seats short of an outright majority,
for which it would need at least 116
members of parliament.
Due to the lack of a majority the
President called in all of the
leaders of the parties for meetings
following the elections before
announcing Costa as Prime
Minister for another term.
It is now down to Costa to open up
talks with his far left allies from the
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Rain comes to Portugal

Portugal’s powerful passport
According to the Henley Passport Index, Portuguese citizens are

among those who face the least restrictions when travelling to the four
corners of the globe.  Japan and Singapore lead the rankings with the
most travel-friendly passports, South Korea, Germany and Finland
came in second place, with their passports being able to access 188
countries.  Completing the five most travel-friendly passports are
Denmark, Italy and Luxembourg at number three (187 countries),
France, Sweden and Spain at number four (186),with Portugal, Austria
and the Netherlands coming in at number five (185).  The 2019 ranking
sees Portugal placed ahead of the UK, the US, Ireland and Australia

British couple drown at Zambujeira do Mar
A 34 year old English man and 33 year old English woman have

drowned at Zambujeira do Mar in the municipality of Odemira.  The
incident occurred on 6 October at 2.30pm according to the Beja District
Relief Operations Command (CDOS).  According to the CDOS, the two
victims were rescued from the sea and received resuscitation, however
this was not sufficient to save either of them.  Rui Pedro Filipe, the local
commander of the Sines Maritime Police told Lusa: “The 33 year old
woman was in the water and got into trouble and was clinging to a rock
which led to the man attempting to rescue her however as they
attempted to return to the shore they disappeared into the sea.”

314 fined for using mobile phones while driving
More than 300 people were fined last week for driving while using

their mobile phones, an average of 45 per day, as part of the “Phone
off” operation carried out throughout the country by the police.
Between 30 September and 6 October, police detected 314 offences
for using a mobile phone while driving. During this period, police
carried out 446 stop and check operations (an average of 63 per day),
15,376 vehicles were inspected and 110 people arrested (an average
of 16 people per day, for road crimes alone).

Ryanair launches two new Portuguese routes
Ryanair has announced two new summer 2020 routes from Porto

and Lisbon to Malaga, both with three-time weekly services, and from
Lisbon to Valencia with a three-time weekly service commencing in
March 2020.  Portuguese consumers and visitors can now book their
summer holidays to Malaga and Valencia as far out as October 2020.

“Harvest of the decade” for Vinho Verde
Monção winery has expressed “excellent expectations” about the

2019 harvest, considering that it may be the “harvest of the decade”.
Ponte da Barca and Arcos de Valdevez wineries near Viana do Castelo,
also said, they were expecting an “excellent harvest” in 2019, marked
by “fresher and more aromatic wines”.  In Monção, municipality that
together with Melgaço forms a demarcated sub-region of Vinho Verde,
and where the Alvarinho grape variety is most common, the president of
Adega de Monção, Armando Fontainhas, said that “the summer
helped good maturations,” adding that the quantity of grape will be
“similar to 2018, but the quality of wines will be higher”.

Rain is predicted across Portugal this coming week, however temperatures are to stillRain is predicted across Portugal this coming week, however temperatures are to stillRain is predicted across Portugal this coming week, however temperatures are to stillRain is predicted across Portugal this coming week, however temperatures are to stillRain is predicted across Portugal this coming week, however temperatures are to still
remain mildremain mildremain mildremain mildremain mild

Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: Clouds will be rolling
in to the capital from the
weekend with the chance of rain
each day increasing as the week
progresses.  Temperatures are
to remain mild  with average
highs of  24 degrees and lows of
16 degrees.

The South:The South:The South:The South:The South: It will be feeling
cooler this week in the south as
cloud cover increases along with
the chance of rain. Temperatures
will see average highs of 23
degrees and lows of 17 degrees
while there will be a chance of
rain on Monday and Tuesday.

The North:The North:The North:The North:The North: Rain is predicted
for the entire week in the north of
Portugal with the heaviest
showers expected on Sunday
and Monday.  Temperatures will
average highs of 20 degrees and
lows of 14 and the driest day is
expected on Saturday
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Pollution suspends fishing on Tua River
in Mirandela indefinitely
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Fishing has been banned on the Rio Tua since 7 October when “dead fish and very dirty water began toFishing has been banned on the Rio Tua since 7 October when “dead fish and very dirty water began toFishing has been banned on the Rio Tua since 7 October when “dead fish and very dirty water began toFishing has been banned on the Rio Tua since 7 October when “dead fish and very dirty water began toFishing has been banned on the Rio Tua since 7 October when “dead fish and very dirty water began to
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Pollution due to discharges on the Tua River led the
Mirandela Hunting and Fishing Club to indefinitely suspend
fishing on its section, President João Ribeiro said.

F ishing has been banned
since 7 October and the
decision, as told to Lusa,
was taken after Sunday

linking Mirandela to Valpaços.
Factory officials rejected
responsibilities in the last
incident of 22 September, which
is being investigated by GNR and
the Portuguese Environment
Agency (APA).
Mirandela Municipal Civil
Protection Services were
alerted  to the existence of dead
fish near the Eixes reservoir on
22 September and immediately
went there.
On the same day, they met with
the Portuguese Environment
Agency (APA), GNR,
environmental services and
Vale do Tua Regional Natural
Park to articulate the measures
to be taken to resolve the
situation.
The first measure was to
contain fish in the affected area,
which were later removed from
the river using nets.
At the same time a sanitation
collection truck was also used
to remove the cream from the
possible surface discharge, in a
joint operation of the municipal
civil protection services of
Mirandela and Valpaços.

when “dead fish and very dirty
water began to appear” on the
section that stretches six
kilometres to the weir bridge, in

the Mirandela city.
According to the authorities, the
problem also arises from the
upstream discharges into the

Eixes area on 22 September,
after the Mirandela Municipal
Civil Protection had already
removed from the Tua River
“1,200 kilograms of dead fish”.
On Sunday, pollution spread and
the Club decided, at the
suggestion of the Institute for
Nature Conservation and Forests
(ICNF) to suspend fishing
indefinitely.
The president of the club told
Lusa that even if conditions are
restored and pollution
disappears, this institution will
analyse whether or not to resume
fishing, because “we must also
think about the recovery of
species” affected by the death of
the last days.
The practice of fishing is
prohibited until further notice,
either sporting or so-called dead
fishing, in which the fish are
returned to the river.
Pollutant discharges into the Tua
River are a recurring problem
attributed to a factory that works
in the area and has also been
contested for the fumes and fogs
that are allegedly causing
frequent accidents on the road


