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Foreign workers boost
rowth 1n Portugal

According to a study by Banco de Portugal published in the Economic Bulletin, young, educated foreign workers are helping to push Portugal forward
with growth. Full story, see page 4.
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Government to be sworn
1n ‘next weelk’

Portugal’s president is to inaugurate the new government “next week” on a “date to be
determined” once official results from the 6 October general election are in and the new
parliament has met for the first time.

he announcement by
Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa, came in a note
published on the
website of the presidency that
outlines most of the proposed
members of the 22nd
Constitutional Government, to be
headed by Anténio Costa, the
leader of the Socialist Party, which
won the elections.
The president “gave his assent to
the proposal, which will be duly
complemented with the
remaining secretaries of state,”
the note reads.
The president had made clear he
wanted a government to be
formed in time for this week’s
European Union summit, not
least because the issue of Brexit
is coming to a head.
The second government of
Portugal headed by Antonio

WEATHER

Costa is to have 19 ministers, in
addition to him as prime minister,
making it the largest of all 21
governments since democracy
was established after the 1974
Revolution.

The government also has the
most female ministers of any
government, with 8 in total.

The proposed composition of the
government outlined by the prime
minister-designate, to which the
president has given his consent,
shows that the executive will have
a total of 19 ministers, two more
than the first government set up by
Costa in 2015. Its initial
composition of 17 ministers, in
addition to the prime minister,
already made it one of the largest
governments since 1976, when
Portugal’s current constitution
took effect. On average,
governments had 16 ministers.

Awet weekend across Portugal

Rain is expected across the country over the weekend
however temperatures are to remain mild during the day.

Lisbon: Rain on Saturday is
set to clear on Sunday in the
capital and while there is a
chance of more showers during
the week this is relatively low.
Temperatures are to remain mild
with average highs of 20 degrees
and lows of 12 degrees.

The South: There is a chance
of rain all week in the south of
Portugal with the highest chance
of a shower being on Saturday.

There will be intermittent cloud
cover throughout the week and
temperatures are to average highs
of 20 degrees and lows of 11.

The North: Rain over the
weekend is to pass by Monday
when temperatures are to rise
slightly to average highs of 19
degrees and lows of 10 degrees.
It will however feel cooler thanks
to northerly winds from Sunday
evening.

In the last major reshuffle, which
took place on 18 February this
year, the number of ministers
remained at 17, in addition to the
prime minister.

The number of women ministers
is to double as compared to the
government set up in 2015, from
four to eight. The existing female
ministers remain in the same
jobs: Francisca Van Dunem at
Justice, Graga Fonseca at Culture
and Marta Temido at Health,
while Mariana Vieira da Silva
remains at the Cabinet Office but
also becomes a minister of state.
Three secretaries of state in the
last government have been
promoted to minister: Alexandra
Leitdo (at Modernisation of the
State and Public Administration),
Ana Mendes Godinho (at
Employment, Solidarity and Social
Security) and Maria do Céu
Albuquerque (at Agriculture). One
new minister has also come in:
Ana Abrunhosa (at Territorial
Cohesion). In the current
government, there are no family
relations between ministers - a
controversial feature of the last one
-as Ana Paula Vitorino (wife of
Eduardo Cabrita), and José Vieira
da Silva (father of Mariana Vieira
da Silva) are no longer ministers.
Meanwhile, Rui Rio of the Social
Democratic Party (PSD) has
announced that his political future
remains “in consideration”.

The president of the PSD, Rui Rio,
has yet to clarify whether he will
remain in charge of the party and
stand again for the leadership -
according to the statutes, internal
elections should be held in

Zoomarine

Visit Zoomarine at Halloween and prepare
to be dazzled!

A Scary Walktrough, amazing street artists,
halloween decorations, face paintings and also...

Dive into the Oceans of Halloween Fun and get
ready to be haunted!

Present this voucher at the theme park ticket office
until 30/11/2019 for 1 day ticket.
€3 discount on the purchase of a normal ticket or €2
discount on the purchase of a junior or senior ticket.
Valid up to a maximum of 4 tickets to the theme park.
Not valid with other discounts or promotions.

Photo Combo of Ministers of the XXII Cc
Transition, Pedro Siza Vieira, Minister of
and Finance, Mario Centeno, Minister of
Minister of Justice, Francisca Van Dunen
Sousa, Minister of Culture, Graga Fonsec
Rodrigues, (Bottom L-R) Minister of Envi
Mendes Godinho, Minister of Health, M
Abrunhosa, Minister of Agriculture, Mar

January, having said on the
electoral night of 6 October that it
will be a decision taken “with
serenity and consideration”.

Last Wednesday, former
parliamentary leader Luis
Montenegro announced that he
will be a candidate for the
presidency of the PSD.

On election night, Rui Rio
assumed that the PSD did not
achieve its main objective - to win

..at 15th, 18th, 19th, 25th, 26th, 31st october
and 1st November: Statue Festival!
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nstitutional Government: (L) Prime Minister, Anténio Costa, (Top L-R) Minister of State, Economy and Digital
'Foreign Affairs, Augusto Santos Silva, Minister of State and Presidency, Mariana Vieira da Silva, Minister of State
'National Defense, Jodo Gomes Cravinho, Minister of Internal Administration, Eduardo Cabrita, (Centre L-R)

1, Minister of State Modernisation and Public Administration, Alexandra Leitdo, Minister of Planning, Nelson

a, Minister of Science, Technology and Higher Education, Manuel Heitor, Minister of Education, Tiago Brand&o
ronment and Climate Action, Jodo Pedro Matos Fernandes, Minister of Labour, Solidarity and Social Security, Ana
arta Feared, Minister of Infrastructure and Housing, Pedro Nuno Santos, Minister of Territorial Cohesion, Ana

ia do Céu Albuquerque and Minister of the Sea, Ricardo Serrdo Santos. (Photo: Lusa)

the elections - but argued that it
was not “a great defeat”,
explaining the result by the
international economic situation
favorable to the government, the
emergence of new parties on the
right, but also by polls that will
have “discouraged” the social
democratic voters and by the
action of internal critics.

He considered that he had faced
“instability of a dimension never

before seen in the history of the
PSD and exclusively motivated by
personal ambitions”.

Asked about his political future,
Rio said it was not a taboo: “Rui
Rio ponders, there are no taboos
just because he doesn’t answer
after a minute or two. Calm down,
calm down,” he appealed.

Two days later, at the end of an
audience with Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa, Rui Rio reiterated that he

was still reflecting.

“I’'m not going to talk about it here.
(...) Regardless of what | think and
what | decide, there is also a
moment that is precisely this
moment, the appointment of the
prime minister, which is a solemn
act, so to speak. It would not be
logical for the PSD to be in great
turmoil before this happens (...) In
due course | will talk about the
matter, not here”, he assured.
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Duarte Lima to stand trial in Portugal

The Brazilian Supreme Court has ruled that the decision to send to
trial in Portugal the case in which former Portuguese deputy Duarte
Lima was accused of the murder of his client Rosalina Ribeiro has
become definitive. The Brazilian court accused the former
parliamentary leader of the PSD of being involved in the murder of
Rosalina Ribeiro, murdered in Brazil in 2009. In recent years, the
former PSD parliamentary leader has filed several appeals not to be
tried in Portugal for aggravated murder, but these have been denied
by various Brazilian courts. Rosalina Ribeiro was a client of Duarte
Lima and the lawyer is accused of having appropriated around €5
million from her.

Enough dam water for Algarve until end of year

Water stored in the Algarve dams is sufficient for human
consumption in the region until the end of the year and there are no
“critical zones” in the Algarve in terms of supply, a spokeswoman
from Aguas do Algarve told Lusa. According to Teresa Fernandes, it
takes 72 million cubic metres to supply the Algarve region with water
for a year and this is what is currently in the Odeleite, Beliche and
Odelouca dams, the latter serving only for human supply. However, it
is necessary to take into account the water used by agriculture, which
also uses two of the three Algarve dams.

Transforming historic buildings into 5-star hotels

Quartel do Carmo, on the island of Faial, in the Azores, and
Convento do Carmo, in Moura, in the Alentejo, have been granted a
50-year concession to operate as five-star hotels under the Revive
programme. “The signing of these contracts, which will allow the
recovery of the Convento do Carmo and the Quartel do Carmo, is a
remarkable moment,” says Portugal’s secretary of state for tourism,
Ana Mendes Godinho. The concession contracts were signed with
the company Lux Mundi, winner of the tender for the Quartel do
Carmo, and with the SPPTH group (which operates the Convento do
Espinheiro), winner of the tender for the Convento do Carmo.

Lisbon airport serves 30M passengers

Lisbon’s international airport in the year ending in September, for the
first time served over 30 million passengers in a 12-month period,
according to France’s Vinci, which owns ANA, the company that
operates. According to the figures released by Vinci, the group’s facilities
worldwide served more than 72 million passengers in the third quarter
alone, up 6.9 percent on the same period of 2018. ANA accounted for the
largest single slice, at 18.425 million passengers in the quarter.

CR7 Arena?

Cristiano Ronaldo could have the 50,000-seater home of former
club Sporting renamed in his honour. Ronaldo began his career in the
Sporting youth ranks and made 31 appearances for the club’s first
team before leaving for Manchester United. Sporting president,
Frederico Varandas, said they were not ruling out changing the name
of the Estadio José Alvalade. The stadium is currently named after the
club’s founder, and has carried its title since being constructed in 1956.
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Foreign workers sustaining population

Young, educated foreign workers are helping to push
Portugal forward with growth.

growth

ccording to a study by

Banco de Portugal

published in the

Economic Bulletin after
a fall in the active population
(employed and unemployed
population between 15 and 64
years) between 2008 and 2016
in Portugal this trend began to
reverse in 2017 with growth
being recorded.
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“Since mid-2018, the foreign
active population has made it
possible to sustain the evolution
of the active population in
Portugal,” said the study.
“Despite its small relative weight,
the foreign population resident in
Portugal has increased recently,
very much in line with the
evolution of migration flows”,
according to the October issue of

Also
according to
Banco de
Portugal, it is
foreigners
who have led
il to the
rejuvenation
of the active
population
(Photo: TPN)

the Economic Bulletin.

In the first half of this year, the
number of foreigners residing in
Portugal of working age (15-64)
was 198,000, representing 3.0
percent of the working age
population. Active foreigners were
158,000, equivalent to 3.2 percent
of the active population, which
amounted to 4.8 million people.
With regard to the increase in

foreign immigrants (since half of
the immigrants are Portuguese
returning to the country), the study
used the Employment Survey of
Statistics Portugal (INE), to show
that the increase in the foreign
resident population in Portugal
has grown mainly due to the
significant increase in citizens
from Brazil, Italy and the United
Kingdom and from countries
outside the European Union.
According to data from the INE’s
Employment Survey, there were
248,000 foreigners living in
Portugal in the first half of the year.
This study showed that foreigners
have contributed to the increase
in the active population due to the
demographic factor - since the
proportion of younger individuals,
of working age, is higher than that
of the national population - and
because they participate more in
the labour market (the activity rate
of foreigners was 80 percent in
the first half of 2019, 4 percentage
points above the activity rate of the
Portuguese).

Also according to Banco de
Portugal, it is foreigners who have
led to the rejuvenation of the
active population, since the
Portuguese active population is
increasingly elderly.

100 new
Inspectors for
SEF

The Foreigners and Borders
Service (SEF) is to be reinforced
with 100 new inspectors
according to the Ministry of
Internal Affairs.

The new recruits were
approved after a drive by the
government to encourage more
inspectors which first began in
2017 and will now begin a year of
theoretical and practical training
“acting under the supervision of
both Lisbon Airport and the
different SEF organisational
units2, said the ministry.

The 100 new trainee
inspectors join 66 additional
trainees, approved in an internal
competition and who began their
training in April.

Currently SEF has about 800
inspectors and is working to
reinforce these numbers as a
lack of staff is one of the
organism’s main problems.

Between 2017 and 2019,
nearly 145 new inspectors were
admitted to the Service under an
internal civil service competition.

An external competition was
launched in December 2017,
ending a gap of 15 years in which
100 trainee inspectors who will
begin their training were
approved.
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