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330,000 children at risk of
poverty in Portugal

responsibility” in the fight against
poverty and recalled that there
are almost two million poor
people in Portugal.
“The fight against poverty and the
correction of social inequalities
are two priorities that require
determination and collective
responsibility”, writes the
President of the Republic.
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa calls
for combating poverty with
strategy, combining public and
private means, social and
solidarity experience, inspiring
citizens for the cause of a fairer
and more cohesive Portugal”.

Data has revealed that the group most at risk from poverty in Portugal is
children, with an estimated 330,000 children falling into this category.

The most recent data
from the National
Statistics Institute (INE)
show that the risk of

poverty among children and
young people under 18 was at 19
percent, which in a universe of
over 1,729,675 minors,
represents close to 330,000
children.
Speaking to Lusa, researcher
and professor at the University of
Minho, a specialist in childhood
sociology, Manuel Sarmento
confirmed that the population
sector between zero and 18 is
the group most affected by
poverty in percentage terms.
“Which means there are more
poor children than poor adults or
poor older people,” he said.
A finding confirmed by INE
statistics showing that the risk of
poverty rate in the 18-64 age
group was 16.7 percent, while in
the population over 65 it was 17.7
percent.
“Children continue to be the
population group most affected
by poverty, namely the so-called
monetary poverty, that is, they live
in households whose ‘per capita’
income is below 60 percent of
the median ‘per capita national
income’” explained Manuel
Sarmento.
Amélia Bastos, a professor at the
Higher Institute of Economics
and Management (ISEG),
University of Lisbon, and
researcher in the area of child
poverty, pointed out that,
although there have been some
improvements in recent years,
children remain a group”

particularly exposed to poverty ”.
“Families with children, despite
the relief, are those at greater risk
of poverty than those without
children,” said the professor,
adding that in recent years “there
has been a general
improvement in living standards,
but children remain the group
with the highest incidence of
monetary poverty ”.
Executive Director of the
European Anti-Poverty Network
(EAPN) Portugal, Sandra Araújo,
highlighted, based on the
analysis made by the National
Poverty Observatory on data from
the Survey on Living and Income
Conditions, that young people in
the 15 to 24 years age group “are
one of the groups most
vulnerable to issues of poverty
and social exclusion”.
“For this age group vulnerability
to poverty is much higher than the
national average. The risk of
poverty and exclusion is 30.3
percent in the population aged
15-19, and 25.8 percent in the
population aged 18-24,” said
Sandra Araújo.
The EAPN official warned that
Portugal is still one of the most
unequal countries in Europe and
pointed out the life-long
consequences of these children
and young people who will be
much more difficult to solve at a
later date.
“If there are no policies targeted
at early childhood, there is a
tendency to perpetuate
generational cycles of poverty at
all levels,” she warned.
Professor Manuel Sarmento

argued that “an integrated policy
for children, for all children and
not only the poorest, is absolutely
fundamental”, noting that there is
still “excessive
compartmentalisation of what
public policies are”.
“Perhaps the new government
could create an inter-ministerial
structure, possibly dependent on
the prime minister, to articulate
public policy and develop and
promote the approved [national
child rights] strategy,” he
suggested.
However, the researcher stressed
that it will never be possible to
combat poverty in children without
fighting the poverty of their parents
and advocated a more articulated
intervention according to the
needs of the young.
Despite agreeing, professor and
researcher Amelia Bastos
understands that the solution is
not simply to increase household
incomes and warned that there
are families that can have a high
average income and children still
live in poverty.
Therefore, it recommends that
children start counting as a
statistical unit in national
statistics to observe their real
living conditions - and not just
those of the household - to
understand what is important to
them and what is missing,
particularly in terms of education,
health, food and housing.
Speaking on the International
Day for the Eradication of Poverty
on 17 October, the President of
the Republic has called for
“determination and collective
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Wet weather sets in across Portugal
A dry Saturday in Portugal will then lead into a wet weekend across the country howeverA dry Saturday in Portugal will then lead into a wet weekend across the country howeverA dry Saturday in Portugal will then lead into a wet weekend across the country howeverA dry Saturday in Portugal will then lead into a wet weekend across the country howeverA dry Saturday in Portugal will then lead into a wet weekend across the country however
temperatures are to remain mild throughout the week.temperatures are to remain mild throughout the week.temperatures are to remain mild throughout the week.temperatures are to remain mild throughout the week.temperatures are to remain mild throughout the week.

Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:  It is to be dry on
Saturday in the capital with the
rain clouds rolling in on Sunday
and showers predicted until mid
week.  Temperatures are to
remain mild with average highs
of 22 degrees and nightly lows of
14 degrees.

The SouthThe SouthThe SouthThe SouthThe South: The best of the
weather in the south is predicted
for Saturday with rain then
predicted on Sunday and
Monday.  Temperatures are to
remain stable with average highs
of 22 degrees and lows of 15
degrees.

The NorthThe NorthThe NorthThe NorthThe North: Rain is to begin in
the north on Sunday and to
continue throughout the week
with the wettest day expected on
Monday and only Saturday
expected to be dry.
Temperatures are to average
highs of 20 degrees and lows of
13 degrees.

Portugal’s property market gains from
Hongkongers

Hong Kong is tipped to become one of the top sources of foreign
investment in Portuguese property as residents seek a European
haven from the violent protests.  An increase in demand from
Hongkongers has prompted property agents from Lisbon, the
Portuguese capital, to travel to the troubled city to meet clients and
make a sales pitch to them.  According to property agents, about half
of the buyers from Hong Kong are aiming to obtain permanent
residency under Lisbon’s golden visa programme.

Portuguese suspect arrested in Holland
A Portuguese national suspected of qualified homicide has been

arrested in the Netherlands.  The Judiciary Police, through the Setúbal
Criminal Investigation Department, with the collaboration of the
Criminal Investigation and Information Unit and the Dutch authorities,
proceeded to identify, locate and detain a 35-year-old man in
compliance with a European arrest warrant issued by the competent
judicial authorities.  The alleged perpetrator, resident in Seixal, the
place of the facts, on the run since late August this year, is strongly
suspected of having shot two other men on the public road, one of
whom died.

Porto Chamber approves PIP of Porto
Time Out Market

Porto City Council gave a positive opinion to the Request for Prior
Information (PIP) for the Time Out Market in São Bento, whose project
foresees the construction of a 21-metre tower that UNESCO considers
“intrusive”.  In response to Lusa, “the chamber confirms that it has given
its assent to this PIP”, however, noting that this approval “is not the
same as a licensing”.  That is, underlines the municipality, “Time Out
will now have to submit a license application to continue the process.”
According to the “Virtual Counter” page of the Porto Chamber, “prior
information is a non-mandatory procedure and may or may not
precede a licensing or prior communication of building works:
construction, reconstruction, expansion, alteration and demolition”

Brewers of Portugal organise 1st “Beer
Runners” in Portugal

The Brewers of Portugal will organise the first “Beer Runners” in
Portugal, on 3 November. The initiative, starting at 10am from Praça
do Império, in Belém, will bring together two relevant aspects of
Portuguese culture: physical activity and the social act of sharing a
beer.  The race includes a 10km run and a 5km walk, and is intended
for everyone: professional athletes, amateurs, experienced runners,
beginners and hikers. “This race aims, above all, to promote physical
exercise and reconcile it with the tradition of sharing a beer with
friends. We want to celebrate friendship and beer, while promoting
the moderate consumption of a low-alcohol drink and encouraging
everyone to adopt an active and healthy lifestyle,” stresses the
general secretary of the Brewers of Portugal, Francisco Gírio.
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NNNNNAlgarve best golf destination in the world
The International Association of Golf Tour Operators (IAGTO) has chosen the Algarve as the “Best golf destination in the
world for 2020”, a distinction that the Algarve Tourism President attributed to the quality of the 40 courses of the region.

“Not only is the Algarve
a must-see place for
the amateur golfer, but
it has attracted the

best professionals in the
world, thanks to the
diversity and renowned
quality of the 40 golf
courses and the renowned
hospitality and
professionalism of the

region’s agents”,
congratulated the
president of the Algarve
Tourism Region, João
Fernandes.
Quoted in a statement from
the Algarve Tourism
Association (ATA), João
Fernandes said that “golf
days in the Algarve remain
in the memory of golfers,

even after the end of their
holidays”, as the region
also offers visitors, he
noted, “history, tradition,
good weather, nature and
good cuisine”.
“And [the Algarve] is also
something that cannot be
explained ... Just visit!
Therefore, we hope to
receive lovers of the sport

very soon! We invite you all
to the Algarve, when the
Portugal Masters 2019
(European Tour event) will
be held, which this year
will take place from 23 to
27 October in Vilamoura,”
said the president of the
Algarve Tourism Region.
ATA clarified that the
choice of  the Algarve as

the best golf destination
for 2020 was made by
IAGTO, “which represents
the global golf tourism
industry in the context of
the 20th edition of the
IAGTO Awards”, in a “vote
that counted more than
700 tour operators,
specialised in this industry
and from over 60 different
countries.”
“The Algarve has stood out
as a favourite when it
comes to offering the best
experience for golfers,
beating a number of other
world class golf
destinations,” added the
ATA, stressing that this is
“the third time the Algarve
is distinguished by IAGTO”
after the region won the
title of best golf destination
in Europe in 2006 and
2014.
ATA stressed that “the
Algarve regains the
preference of specialised
operators, but now
globally”, due to factors
such as “the quality and
diversity of the
infrastructures that the
Algarve offers for golf

practice, the ease of
access to the destination
through frequent
connections to Faro
airport and value for
money ”.
“Added to this are other
arguments such as the
wide selection of
accommodation options,
the natural beauty of the
region, the good weather
that allows golf to be
played all year round and
the huge variety of
attractions and additional
motivations that make it
possible to enrich the
players visiting the region,
with family and friends,” he
added.
IAGTO President, Peter
Walton noted that “the
Algarve has always put the
experience of golf visitors
at the top of its agenda”
and took the opportunity to
“congratulate all golf
courses, hotels and
suppliers in the area of
golf tourism in the region”
for the distinction, which
he described as an
“extraordinary
achievement ”.
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