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Portugal plans to

S
service

reamline immigration

The government has announced plans to overhaul
Portugal’s Foreigners and Borders Office (SEF) in a bid to
reduce bureaucracy and improve conditions for immigrants

to the country.

ne of the plans of the government
is to make changes to establish a
“very clear” separation between
its policing and administrative
functions in the documentation of
immigrants.
“Without prejudice to a determined action
in combating human trafficking networks or
in the prevention of terrorism, we must
reconfigure the way in which public
services deal with the phenomenon,
adopting a more humanistic and less
bureaucratic approach, in line with the with
the aim of regular and orderly attraction of
labour for the performance of functions in
different sectors of activity,” the programme
states. “To this end, the Government will
establish a very clear organic separation
between the police functions and the
administrative functions relating to the
authorisation and documentation of
immigrants.”
Acknowledging that Portugal needs the
“contribution of immigration” for its
economic and demographic development,
the programme of this, Portugal’s 22nd
government since the establishment of
democracy following the 1974 Revolution,
includes several measures to attract
foreigners to the country and simplify
procedures. It aims to create “channels of
migration” from countries of origin and
ensure that immigrants “do not become
undocumented or on the margins of the
system”.
To that end, it wants to expedite and
simplify entry procedures, eliminate the
existing quota regime, bring forward a

short-term temporary residence permit that
allows the legal entry into Portugal of
immigrants with the aim of looking for jobs,
promote and modernise social security
conventions, and simplify and streamline
the mechanisms for regularising
residential status, as well as implementing
programmes for the regularisation of
foreign nationals, in particular by working
closely with the school community and
deepening the existing SEF ‘em
Movimento’ (in Movement) programme.
The government also announced that it
wants to review the scheme for fast-
tracking residence permits for big
investors, commonly known as ‘golden
visas’, which “is to be directed preferentially
to low-density regions, to investment in job
creation and to urban renewal and cultural
heritage.”

Over the next four years, the government
also aims to study “the implementation of a
foreign citizen’s card similar to the citizen’s
card [used by Portuguese nationals],
dispensing with duplication in the
presentation of documents issued by
public entities.”

According to the government’s
programme, a mobile service is to be
created offering information and the
regularisation of immigrants in the Lisbon
metropolitan area and in parts of the
country with high numbers of foreign
workers, while procedures for renewing
residence permits is to be “simplified and
shortened”.

In terms of immigration, the government
also wants to create an area of free
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movement and settlement among
countries in the Community of Portuguese-
Language Countries (CPLP) and launch
programmes to promote the hiring of
qualified staff and entrepreneurs in the
fields of technology and high added value,
as well as to foster programmes to support
foreign students and researchers at
Portuguese higher education institutions,
particularly in the country’s interior.

The programme, approved last Saturday in
cabinet, is similar in many ways to the
governing Socialist Party’s programme, but
does not follow the traditional thematic
organisation by ministries that
characterised programmes issued by
previous governments.
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WEATHER

improve conditions for immigrants. (Photo:

Temperatures set to fall in Portugal

Rainy days and cooler temperatures are expected across all of Portugal with the best of
the weather predicted for the south of the country

Lisbon: The best of the
weekend weather in the capital is
expected on Sunday when there
is a chance of intermittent
sunshine. Rain is predicted for
the rest of the week in Lisbon with
temperatures slowly falling from
highs of 21 degrees on Saturday
to highs of 17 degrees by Friday.

www.crispiessensclinic.com | Q) | @ | € | ©

The South: There is a high
chance of rain on Saturday in the
south but this is to reduce as the
week progresses. Temperatures
are to remain mild with average
highs of 22 degrees over the
weekend before dropping to
highs of 18 by the end of the week
when rain is expected again.

The North: Rain is predicted
for the entire week in the north
where it will be feeling warm
over the weekend with highs of
18 degrees before
temperatures fall as the week
progresses to average highs of
only 13 degrees and lows of 10

degrees.

&) News in Brief

Portugal 18t best to live in

Portugal has been ranked the 18th best country to live in by the
Social Progress Index. The US-based organisation said Portugal
had risen six positions due to factors such as inclusion and individual
rights, but fared less positively when it came to access to health care
and university education. The listis topped by Norway, with Portugal
ranked higher than the United States, Belgium and Austria.

€1.52 billionbudget for Lisbon City Council

The Lisbon City Council estimates a consolidated budget of €1.52
billion for 2020, 4.7 percent more than the previous year (€1.45
billion), announced the Councillor for Finance, Jodo Paulo Saraiva.
The consolidated budget considers the accounts of the municipality
together with those of companies in the municipal universe, such as
Carris (Lisbon’s Orange busses), EMEL (Lisbon’s parking meters),
SRU (urban renovation), EGEAC (cultural event management) and
Gebalis (residential property management). Without the accounts of
these companies, the City Council has a budget of €1.29 billion
expected for 2020, while for 2019 it is €1.27 billion, thus representing
a growth of 8.2 percent.

TAP employee detained suspected of
human trafficking

The Foreigners and Borders Service (SEF) detained a TAP
employee suspected of human trafficking and aiding illegal
immigration, the security service said on 28 October. According to
SEF, the 31-year-old woman was arrested last Saturday at Lisbon
airport, just off a flight from Luanda (Angola), with transit to
Casablanca, Morocco. The woman was accompanied by two other
adults, aged 27 and 31, and two minors, aged one and seven, all
foreigners. After being questioned about their identification
documents, they replied that these were in the possession of another
woman, who they identified at the time as the citizen now being
detained, explained SEF.

Giant Harry Potter Sculptures
invade Lisbon

To celebrate the arrival of Harry Potter ™: The Exhibition in Lisbon,
on 16 November, giant sculptures will appear throughout the city.
This winter, fans in Portugal will have the opportunity to see props,
costumes and recreated sets at the Harry Potter ™: The Exhibition,
which opens its doors in Lisbon on 16 November. Tickets are now
on sale at www.harrypotterexhibition.com. Since its Chicago debut,
this travelling exhibition has welcomed more than six million
visitors, with stops in Boston, Toronto, Seattle, New York, Sydney,
Singapore, Tokyo, Paris, Shanghai, Brussels, the Netherlands,
Madrid and Milan.
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London teens jailed for murder of Portuguese man

Four teenage boys have been convicted in connection with the robbery and murder of 25-year-old Portuguese national
Wilham Mende and have been jailed for a total of 29 years.

Wilham Mendes, was attacked by a “team” of boys and stabbed
repeatedly in Tottenham on 22 December 2018

he four boys, two aged
16 and two aged 17,
appeared at the Old
Bailey court on 29
October where they were
sentenced.
According to a statement by the
Metropolitan Police, the jury
heard how police were called
on Saturday, 22 December
2018 at around 1.20am by
London Ambulance Service
(LAS) to a report of a stabbing
at Albert Place.
Officers attended along with
the London Ambulance
Service and found Wilham
Mendes, who was 25-years-
old at the time of his death,
suffering with stab injuries to
the chest and stomach.
An ambulance crew
transported Wilham to the
Royal London Hospital, but
despite the efforts of medical
professionals, Wilham was
pronounced dead in hospital at
2.13am.
Wilham was a Portuguese
national who had been living in
the UK since 2015, most
recently in Tottenham. His next
of kin were located and notified
in Portugal.
A murder investigation was

launched, led by the Homicide
and Serious Crime Command.
DS Devan Taylor said: “This
was a tragic case. Wilham
Mendes was returning from
work when he was attacked.
He was an outstanding young
man who came to the UK in
furtherance of a promising
career. He was in the prime of
his life with a bright future
ahead of him, only for that
future to be snatched away by a
group of boys who had set out
that night to rob and steal from
anyone who had the
misfortune of crossing their
paths.

“Their behaviour was truly
shocking and they showed no
regard for another person’s life
that night.

“But it doesn’t end there. The
Mendes family now have to live
with their loss and the four
defendants will live the
remainder of their lives with the
stigma of a criminal record,
and the death of a man on their
conscience.”

One of the 17 year olds was
sentenced to 16-and-a-half
years imprisonment for the
murder and robbery of Wilham
Mendes; and possession of an
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offensive weapon.

A 16-year-boy, was sentenced
to two-and-a-half years
imprisonment for the robbery
of Wilham Mendes and the
robbery and of another man
on 22 December 2018.

He had previously pleaded
guilty to robbing Mendes of his
bag and also pleaded guilty to
robbing another man
moments before.

The other 17-year-old boy, was
sentenced to 10 years
imprisonment for manslaughter
and robbery of Wilham Mendes.
During trial, the defendant
pleaded guilty to possessing an
offensive weapon.

The jury could notreach a
decision in relation to the murder
charge and the defendant
subsequently pleaded guilty to
manslaughter.

The final 16-year-old boy in the
trial was sentenced to a youth
referral order including a
three-month curfew for the
robbery of 25-year-old Wilham
Mendes, he was previously
found not guilty of the murder/
manslaughter of Mendes and
the robbery and attempted
robbery of the other men on
31July 2019.
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